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For as far back as he can remember, 
Englishman Jon Pertwee has been 
entertaining people. Born into a 
Ud ae LaMarr 
practically every form of 
entertainment. 

Re Te ee ga 
clown and a magician to fire eater, 
COTTE 
was a regular in The Navy Lark), 
Camm dake me eae Let 
well as maKing his mark as 
everything from a scarecrow to a 
a aa aga edz ks Tee 

CR Um Maca a ee reey 
science fiction convention, Pertwee 
took_ time off to talk to Stephen 
Yarrow about one of the most 
popular roles of his industrious 
career, that of Dr Who in the 
popular science fiction television 
Series. 


Stephen Yarrow: Of all the new 
television programmes that were 
produced by the BBC in Britain at 
the turn of the 1960's, none have 
DLT Me ee AMT Le ere 
of Dr Who. What for you has been 
the its secret of success? 

Jon Pertwee: It's because it's 
escapist. I think people got so tired 


eA MU metas 


problems and kitchen sinks. They 
wanted to get out into another 
world of other thoughts and other 
fantasies. They always have done 
since way, way back, When Jules 


aaa yee ah Zee ae blast e 


stories he had a zealous band of 
Sl aes 

SY: Why do you think it was that, 
during your season as the Doctor, 
CMA OM ta apeat a ML crt ee aes 


| following? 


BB eae Ue ig Je Ta fla 
that I was the lucky one who came 
into colour. I was the first Dr Who 
Se mmm LM Tae Taya Ad 





enormously. Also, I had a great 


emt ee td eile 


alarming to have creatures from 
outer space come to earth rather 
than we going off into outer space 
and meet them. I recall my oft’ 
TT Me ea amen ee ae te ae aT 
things more alarming than coming 
home and finding a yeti sitting on 
your loo. 

CLL Gk ar ind: eee TE Th) Pen 
we had this group called Unit 
which put the shows together. So it 
was much more of a team effort 
mera Le xT Daa TRO Pee 
it was just the old man and his 


ee elle 


SY: Did the filming schedule allow 
you much input into the character. 
JP: No. When Ue Lele ats 
Cea La ae Ta eT 
working 36 weeks of the year 
producing programmes. In one 
CM Mar eal gag at 
stories with perhaps eight different 


Mat TRUM A Emly Arata Le Tae 
and those directors would go off on 
their individual stories during the 
eee ToT Te eee ele 
them. They had their own make-up, 
MAL Mra AT ree 
UCL mea reared 
Ce MALL RU eee Mea 
like that because I didn't know what 
was going to happen and I was too 
busy doing the series being filmed at 
that particular time. So I would 
finish recording on a Saturday, put 
em eee mT MT a a 2 
Sunday off and then on Monday I'd 
Te Ae LM Lae TAR as ee a 
in my hand. 

The only input I could give was on 
that Monday where I could say, ‘I 


dont think this will work, let's re- 


write it or something like that. I'd 
CO a RRM Lia ate ae 
written and from that day onwards 
ae eR eee 

SY: It sounds like hard work. 


Dr Who Competition! 


Images magazine and Hoyts PolyGram Video are 
giving one lucky reader the chance to win their very 
own Dr Who pack, including a Dr Who badge and the 
complete set of John Pertwee Dr Who tapes. The tapes 
are: 


Spearhead From Space 
Day Of The Daleks 
Time Warrior 
Death To The Daleks 


To be in the running to win this special pack, all you 
have to do is ring: 


™ 0055 


33790 


21 cents per 22 seconds max 





DU SEO(APm a RCA ea 
indeed in those days. You had to be 
standing on your feet from 8.30 in 
the morning and then be told you 
LU Ama ce Ue me me age mgt 
into position to a spot on the floor 
which was marked. When you do 
Meee mame me ae ee acc 
they say, ‘Right, now well record 
aL ULL Re Ted 
supposed to be up and giving a 
100% performance, it is well nigh 
impossible. I must admit I didnt 
like that method of recording at all. 
Md me go dens eee ear ee 
where you get up and shoot one 
scene where you maybe rehearse and 
then you record it. 

SY: It must have been daunting 
stepping into the shoes of the 
previous Doctor, Patrick Troughton. 
IP: When it was announced that a 
new Dr Who was being re- 
incarnated, we made the front page 
of every national newspaper in the 
ag sae ee ae erat 
Me emacs ART mae 
to cope with that sort of thing. I 
come from an old theatrical family, 
studied theatre and work on the 
stagelong before I veered off into 
radio and television and such things. 
RAM Arm mae ee eae 
very first television series ever made? 
JP: Yes, that's right. I made it at 
the Alexandria Palace with David 
Jacobs. David and I did an 
extraordinary show called The 
Adventures Of Commander 
Highprice which was based on a 
ag Cm eM Tea ace ae apn 
ai ad (aT tee ame ane bare 
conditions of television as they were 
with banks of a thousand or so 
naked electric light bulbs and we had 
to wear thick, yellow make-up in 
gta Tee el LCM aL 
otherwise you looked dead. It was 
emery maa ae Lee (eed 
to get in on the ground floor. 


SY: In the first Dr Who 
programme I ever saw as a lad, you 
were fighting the Daleks. How did 
they come about? 

SU mem ke ame ae 
the scene long before my tenure. I 
never cared for them that much, I 
Cee Lae 

RAO Uae ae ame aged 


UTE em mod ag cme ke 


CU MT me miata ale xe EZ 
were very clever guys because they 
needed about 15 hands. One had to 
operate the flashing light which 
went with the words. They didn't do 
the words; they were done off-stage 
by somebody else. They also had to 
spin the whole machine and move it 
Uti maa (Lae Ug aa ee 
they had to work the sink pump 
and the egg whisk. It was a very 
hard thing to operate and they did a 
tema ad ed Te) 7 

RO Ae era me imal 

lal (zeae ecm Tene atta Me mY a ae ee 
you remember as being particularly 
humorous? 

JP: I'm afraid that would take 
about two hours remembering all 
the funny things. When I was 
making The Planet Of The Spiders, 
Oe On Ce ma Lage ee eed! 
didn't give me enough rehearsal 
time. I didn't allow for a cross wind 
CEM yh Teme ae [Tae ea meee 
left hand camera crew. I Knocked 
them all flying but luckily didnt 
Kill or maim anybody which I could 
have done with two open propellers. 
UT ma mag Melty 
allowing for the cross wind, but 
there wasn't one and this time I 
wiped out the other camera crew. 
When I finally got it right, I went 
rien Mey meme meee Me eae ek) 
then I realised I had no idea how to 
ee ama 

SY: You obviously have fond 
memories of Dr Who. 

JP: Oh yes, very. It's still kept alive 


now after they've stopped making it 
and it gives me an opportunity to 
aM me ae ee eM eel TZ 
back to places like Australia that 
CC ee 

SY: What is the future for Dr Who — 
now that the series is finished? 

SU a mea Le lcome ain Lee | 
any more and I believe that its up 
Sm eam Ue me eae 2 
independent private companies can 
now bid for it. I've heard from a 
friend, though, that one of the early 
producers is thinking of picking it 
up and maKing a new series using 
one of the early Doctors. Two of 
them are dead so I'm in with a 
chance. I would work again with 
somebody like her producing it. 

SY: Thanks for your time. Is there 
anything you'd like to add before we 
Sa 

eee (APe aCe eee ee ate 
if I may for Peter Budd who ran 
RRR Ya ale ay ast meee areal mags 
(Brisbane) called Conquest. I've 
TAL Ue ae aes LRT a 
Cae emmy aM meee 
Knows how to put these things 
together. I commend him for such a 


Sosa 





